
Annual Meeting -
2018



Agenda

ÅMMLA Annual  Business Meeting, 9:00 - 9:30

ÅBirch Ridge Community Forest, 9:30 - 10:30
VHistory, prior efforts, current status ςMark Sullivan, MMLA, 15 min. 

VStatus of Logging and Forest Recovery, Q&A  ς
Bryan Nowell, NH Div. of Forest & Lands, 15 min.

VBirch Ridge Community Forest Partnership ς
Duane Hyde and Beverly Shadley, SouthestLand Trust (SELT), 25 min.

VMoose Mountain Regional Greenways (MMRG), Patti Burns, 5 min.

ÅQ&A, Any other business, 10:30 - 11:00
ÅConcluding Remarks, Russ Weldon,MMLA, 15 min.



MMLA Annual  Business Meeting

ÅWelcome and Introduction ςBill Bassett, President, 15 mins

ÅAnnual Finance Review ςMark Sullivan, Treasurer, 5 mins

ÅPresentation of Slate and Election of MMLA Board, 5 mins

ÅAny other business / close, 5 mins



Welcome and Introduction, Bill Bassett Pres .

ÅRoadside Cleanup ςBrenda Mullaney & Jan Allard
ÅLake Host Program ςJan Chapin
ÅRemaining 2018 MMLA Events
VFireworks show ςtonight!
VSaturday, July 28th, PaddlesportsDemo Day 
VSunday, August 5, Eco-Friendly Gardening, 10-11 AM
VSunday, August 19, Lake Water Quality, 10-11 AM

ÅRiver Milfoil and Cyanobacteria ςFred Quimby



20-Ways to 
Protect



Annual Finance Review, Mark Sullivan, treasurer



Annual Finance Review



Annual Finance Review



Annual Finance Review

228



Nominees for MMLA Board of Directors

Name Lake Address

Bill Bassett - President 12 Sunset Lane

Chap Nystedt- Vice President 394 South Shore Rd

Brenda Mullaney - Secretary 32 Elly Point Road

Mark Sullivan ςTreasurer 23 Cedergren Road

Jan Allard 13 South Shore Road

Jeff Allard 363 South Shore Road

Jan Bell 153 North Shore Road

Nancy Bryant 256 South Shore Road

Chris Cairns 30 South Shore Road

John Chapin 205 North Shore Road

Pat Chiumiento 209 North Shore Road

Susan Glenney 208 South Shore Road

Sue Kowalski 5 Cedergren Road

Tom Mottl 370 South Shore Road

Dave Roy 222 South Shore Road

Laurie Smith 259A South Shore Road

Jen Seusing 232 Pine Point Road

Russ Weldon 318 Merrymeeting Road



MMLA Annual  Business Meeting

Any other business?





Introductions

×Bryan Nowell - NH Division of Forest and Lands

×Duane Hyde ςLand Conservation Director for the Southeast Land Trust of NH

×Beverly ShadleyςDeputy Director for the Southeast Land Trust of NH 

×Patti Burns ςExecutive Director for the Moose Mountain Regional Greenways



Birch Ridge
History, prior efforts, current status

Where is òBirch Ridgeó?



Birch Ridge - Ownership History

ÅPurchased by Red Oak Ridge, LLC in February 2007

ÅRed Oak Ridge was LLC of Gruss& Co., a private investment firm 
based in NY, NY

ÅProject lead by Joshua Gruss, grandson of company founder

Å220 unit housing project proposed off Birch Hill Road



From the minutes of the MMLA 
2008 Annual Meeting

BIRCH RIDGE CONSERVATION PROJECT

Áάwǳǎǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ aƛƪŜ {ǇŜƭǘȊΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {tbIC ό{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŦƻǊ 
the Protection of NH Forests), and Pat Decker, representing our 
local Birch Ridge Conservation Project, who provided an update on 
the proposed 220-unit Red Oak Ridge Subdivision in New Durham

ÅPat Decker thanked Lou McGrew, Mike Speltz, Bill Malay, and Ron 
Gehl for providing the drive, determination, skill, and expertise to 
get us where we are today

Åa signed letter of intent from the Red Oak Ridge Group to sell the 
property. A new appraisal must be completed to determine the 
ŦŀƛǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀƭ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘέ



As it played outémore minutes

ÅSupport from private donors (legally-binding pledges)

ÅTown of ND bond (up to $1.3 million), State & Federal 
grants

ÅThe amount needed was stated as between $3M and 
$4M

ÅIn November of 2008, agreement reached to suspend 
further action on the project for up to three years

It all fell apart.  Grusswanted $4M+, Appraisal was $2.6M



Sale to Dillon

ÅAll went quiet until 2017 when property was listed for sale

ÅForest Society, MMLA, and others renewed negotiations

ÅAugust 2018, property sold to Dillon Investments for 
logging

ÅFrustratingly, sold for $2.6M, the same amount offered 10 
years earlier.

ÅStopping logging was not an option

ÅCutting appears to be better than expected



Bryan Nowell - Department of Natural 
& Cultural Resources (DNCR) 

https://www.nhdfl.org/



Introduction to SELT

ÅNon-Profit Land Trust
ÅService Area Rockingham and 

Strafford Counties (small bit of 
Carroll)

Å52 Towns
Åом҈ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ
ÅFormed in 1980, several mergers
ÅMembership approx. 1,650
ÅAnnual Budget $1,140,000
Å9 Full time staff/3 part-time/2 

seasonal



SELTôs Mission

To protect and sustain the significant lands in our 
communities for clean water, outdoor recreation, fresh 

food, wildlife, and healthy forests.



SELTôs Conservation Successes

Conservation by the Numbers:
Å18,900 acres conserved
Å5,425-acres owned and managed
Å13,475-acres conservation 

easements and other interests

SELT Board Strategic Goal ςDouble 
the Pace of Conservation and we are 
on track!
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SELTôs Conservation Successes

In 2016 SELT completed 1,131-acre 
Harvey Forest Conservation Easement
Å$3,100,000 total project cost


